ONLY SIX SEVED
[N STRAMER WRECK

Captam and Twenty More in
Small Boat Probably Lost

Trying to Réach Land.

HITS ON. MAINE COAST

The Four Passengers fost When Life-
boat Broke from Davits—Two

Boats Swept Away.

EASTPORT, Oct. 26.—A score or more
ives were lost when the Donaldson Line
steamer Hestia was wrecked to-day on
Old Proprietor's Ledge, off Seal Cove.
Four of the victims, young Scotch boys,
were passengers on the ill-fated steamer,
and the otners were members of the crew.

Capt. Newman .and twenty or mgore
memberk of the crew were last seen this
morning in a ship’s beat which was be-
ing tossed and buffeted on the aggravated
sea, making still more dangerous the
treacherous tides which rush into and out
of the Bay of Fundy.

Of the forty persons who were abbdard
the steamer when she Dpiled up on the
shoal at 1 A. M., this morning, only six
are positively known to have been saved,
They were forced jo cling to their
wrecked craft, shifting their precarious
positions often, as the steamer was
tossed by the great seas.

It was not uniil 3§ P. M. to-day that life
savers from the Seal Cove Station werae
able fo man their boats and reach the
stranded vessel. When rescued thé sur-
vivors were in a weakened state, after
fourtezn hours' ordeal.

Those Known to have bgen saved are
Third Mate Stewart, Second Enginger
Morgan, and Seamen Keen, McKenzie,
Smith, and McVickar. {

A heavy northeasterly gale is believed
to have been somewhat responsible for
the Hestia's fate, a.lj:hough it is supposed
that a mistake of the man at the wheel|
aided. Me thought he had picked up
Gannet Rock light, it was thought, while
he really saw the gleams of the light-
house on N"aehia.s Seal Island, several
miles southwest. This mistake carried the
ship mtmy miles off. her. course. .

Thé sailors, n;:,;r;vwm{iddie ;wa,tqh had’
‘beeii out of ear nunks an. hou,r, and all’
others, together w!tﬁ the four boy pas-
sengers and most of the Offlc%‘s, were
stowed {n their bunks or rammeodks when
the crash came an hour after midnight.
Their sleep,iad been broken hy the violent
movements of the steamer under the in-
tluence of a neavy gale from the north-’
east,

When the men of the midnight to 4 A,
M. watch came on deck for their turn
they were told by the relieved watch that
the gale was a bad one—the worst of a
succession which they had encountered
‘on the passage across. But they did not
expect the disaster which met them with-
in an hour,

In the belief that he was leaving Grand
dianan on the port tack} and following the
usual course te St, John, the navigating
officer sought the distinguishing marks
of that route. But they were not to be
_seen. Instead, the steamer was heading
‘for Seal Cove, between G&nnett Rock and
‘Machlas Seal Island, over seas which
barely covered a treacherous bottom of
 shoals. Tt wag on one of. these, just in-
‘side Old Proprietors Ledge, that the ves-
sel's 110se became Impaled, leaving the
stern free in the surrovnding sea andg
subject to the vialent movements of those
 aggravated waters, :

Capt. Newman at once ordered his men
to prepare to put the lieboats overboard.
Three of the lifeboats were available, and
'one by one they were swung from the
deck, but while the tackle of one of the
boats was being unfasiened the small
craft dropped from the daxgts into the
gea ang was soon beyond recovery.

Preparations were made to prevent a
second similar mishap. Into another boat
were placed the four boys and over a
dozen members of the crew., They had
barely taken thelr places when the tackle
gave way and without warning the boat,
with 1tg occupants, was precipitated into .
the turbulent waters, The craft cap-
sized but soon righted and one ‘of the
boys was seen clinging to the bottom,
holding with the grasp of fear of death -

and W1th0ut strength to make another
effort, gain the boat was capsized and
this time alsappeared. |

Meanwhile those aboard the vessel
launched the third boat. It was their
last remaining hope and they tarried
some littie time to make certain that this
craft should not go the way of its prede-
cessars. Capt. Newman and all the re-
maining seamen except six entered the
boat. These gix were the ones rescued
by the Seal Cove life savers this after-
noon.

Capt. Newman and his men. Suceeeded
in dragging two of those struggling in the
water into thelr overcrowded craft, but
were unable to rescug others whose cries
could be heard above the gale.

Third Mate Stewart, now in charge of
the stranded steamer, and the remaining
members of the erew in the meantime
built a raft and placed it in readiness for
launching. A supply of w&tem. and food
-was lashed to if.

Through the hours of darkness and
dawn the Hestia gradually gettled by the
stern. At daylight Mate Stewart hoisted
the Union. Jaeck reversed 88 s signal of
distress, but the wreck is not in the line
of transatlantie or other steamship navi-
gation. Only the hardy Grand Manan
fishermen {irequent those skbal waters,
and the storm of this morning kept the
fisher folk in port. It was late in the
afternoon before the vessel’'s plight was
discovered by those on xhore. RBut that
did not mean 1mmed1ate rescue for those
s.board.

Against the _gale which threatened to
upset them, Thearly a score of fishing
craft set out to tne assistance of the
wrecked steamer. One after another was
forced to turn back after answering the
signal of the Hestia. Finally the Seal
Cove life savers were able to board the
Iestia, ‘and after consglderable difficulty
succeeded in taking off the six men. The
vessel is a jotal, wreck,

Capt. Newman and his boat, which
carried about tweniy men, was missing
at a late hour' to-night, ‘and ma,y have
perished.

The Hestia. was a single—screw steam-
ship of 2,434 tons, 360 feet length, 42.2
feet beam and 27.8 feet depth of hold,
with trlple-expansmn engines of 390 nom-
inal horse fower She was built at Sun-
derland in 1890 by W. D@:ford & Sons for
the Donaldson Brothergfof Glasgow,
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